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I am truly honored to be here today to accept the CU-NYHSON DA 
Award. In all the many years that I have served on the Alumni Board 
and participated in selecting and presenting this award, I never 
imagined that I would be standing here myself accepting this award. I 
am humbled to join the past recipients of this award who I have 
admired and respected. 
 
I want to thank Ina and all the members of our Alumni Board for 
bestowing this honor upon me. Our Association would no longer be in 
existence today if it were not for the dedication and service of the 
Board who have worked along with me to keep us going for the past 
20 of the 39 years since the closing of our school of nursing.  Also, I 
cannot say thank her enough and want to give special recognition to 
our secretary, Michelle Lajara, who continues to make it possible for us 
to do what we do.   
 
I had a wonderful career here at the former NYH/CUMC, now 
NYP/WCMC.   I continue to teach at Hunter and Pace. Since Ina so 
accurately described my career in her introduction, I will not bore you 
with more details there. 
 
I was asked to join the Alumni Board about 21 years ago, the school 
had been closed for 20 years then. Our alumni base was not growing, 
but aging. Never did I anticipate what was ahead. It was about 
working to secure the memory of our great school of nursing and 
providing the opportunity for its graduates to keep in touch and meet 
yearly to celebrate their subsequent years of graduation and share the 
stories in their lives.   
 
It is about the members of our Alumni Board who have worked 
together for so many years to maintain our Alumni Association, to 
write and send out the Newsletter twice a year and to hold Alumni Day 
every year. Back in 1997 we discussed that the day would come when 
we would have to dissolve this association and in preparation we 
revised our By-laws. We also created a History Committee and hired 
Dr Shirley Fondiller, a well-known and respected nurse historian, to 
write Go, and Do Thou Likewise, the history of our school of Nursing   
(By the way-We have copies for those of you who do not yet have a 
copy- hold up copy of book).  
 



We discussed that the time to close would be when our alumni were no 
longer able or interested in attending Alumni Day. Well, 21 years later, 
here we all are today, celebrating our 61st Annual Alumni Day with so 
many of you here! We have no home, we work remotely, by phone, 
and email.  Our office is a file cabinet in the back of a storage room in 
the Nursing Education Dept here at NYP/Weill Cornell where I worked 
for so many years. Just 2 weeks ago, I got a call from one of the 
instructors I worked with.  They were cleaning out the room, and came 
across our cabinet and started to empty it.  Fortunately, she 
recognized what was in the cabinet and gave me a call.  I am happy to 
report that our cabinet is still intact.   
 
Next year will be 40 years since the closing of our school, and I am not 
sure if there is anyone here at NYP/WC left to carry on the stories of 
what was once a great school of nursing and such an important part of 
NYH/CUMC. As I age I have come to recognize that if I accept a 
responsibility, I keep it until the goal is attained. You can count on me, 
I know I will be here, and I am confident most of our Alumni Board will 
be here, too, until the very end! 

 
 
 
Thank you 


